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EDITORIAL* w 



Enduro illustrated wasn’t expecting Marc Coma to retire just yet. We’re not sure many people 
were. But on July 2 the five-time Dakar winner announced, via his Instagram account, that he 
was bringing his rally-racing career to an end. “I quit,” his signing off message read - a less 
than perfect translation from his comments written in Spanish and Catalan. 

Putting an image from the Dakar Rally on the cover of our summer issue of Enduro 
illustrated certainly wasn’t our first option. But we feel it’s absolutely the right option. 

Marc is one of those most precious things - a true sporting champion. Professional, 
respectful, willing to help others, grateful of everything rally sport has given him and a 
serious yet gentlemanly competitor. Marc has experienced the highs of five Dakar wins, 
the crushing lows of losing friends and colleagues to an often cruel sport. 

Throughout his successes and as long as I’ve known him, Marc has always been Marc - 
a down-to-earth racer who’s never chased fame or adulation. Earning his position as 
one of off-road motorcycle sport’s greatest ever, Marc steps away from competition to 

become Dakar’s new Sporting Director. 

Who’ll win the 2016 Dakar is anyone’s guess. One thing’s certain though - the race to be the 
first post Despres/Coma winner is most definitely now on. As old hands go up against the 
I* new wave of rally youngsters next year’s Dakar will undoubtedly be loaded with drama. 

Marc’s achievements in the race will be forever remembered. His influence on 
the race - as the new Sporting Director - starts now. We won’t get to see Marc 
battling for a sixth Dakar win. But whatever happens next January 
Marc will have played a part in its outcome. 

Thank you Marc. Enjoy the next chapter. 

Jonty Edmunds 
jontylfuture7media.com 
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THE COLLECTION 

ALL ABOUT MARC - MINI TRIBUTE TO THE RALLY LEGEND 


5. 


1 Coma and the late Kurt Caselli having a laugh during Morocco Rally 2013 

2. “Always with us”. Coma himself remembering the late, great Kurt Caselli 

3. Chile’s rally star Francisco Lopez - “privileged to have raced next to Marc” 
*1. Two-time Dakar winner Nasser Al-Attiyah and Coma in a change of roles 


4 . 



WITH INSTAGRAM 

5. Australia’s Dakar rookie Toby Price shared the 2015 podium with Marc 

6. Ruben Faria, Pablo Quintanilla and Marc during Rally Sardinia 2015 

7. 100% congratulates Coma on winning a fifth Dakar in 2015 

8. Red Bull KTM Rally team say thanks to Marc from the Mattighofen factory 



QUOTES 

INTERESTING, INFORMATIVE AND 

“I knew I could possibly be a team manager for 
KTM, or go on to race cars. But to be offered a job 
with so much responsibility for the future of the 
Dakar had never crossed my mind.” 
ASO’s new Sporting Director Marc Coma 


“When I landed in enduro I thought there was a lunch 
break at mid day, and then we’d return to racing.” 

Hasqvarna’s Mathias Beilino 


“Racing the EWC I learned that going fast doesn’t 
necessarily mean using more throttle.” 

EWC Rookie Chris Bach 



X TRAINER 

ELECTRONIC OIL INJEC 



BETA QUALITY | BETA PERFORMANCE | BETA SERVICE 

For your nearest dealer visit www.beta-uk.com or call: 01535 655970 


ENTERTAINING STUFF PEOPLE RECENTLY SAID 


“I’m sure Marc [Coma] could’ve won the Dakar next 
year to match Peterhansel’s record of six victories.” 
Laid Sanz 


“I still have the 525 EXC I won the 2005 ISDE on. It’s 
one of the best bikes KTM ever made and it can still 
go fast. I might race it again in Slovakia this year.” 

David Knight 


“The first time I met Eero [Remes] we had to drive 
250km in a rental car. During the entire journey he 
spoke four words.” TM’s Aigar Leak 
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KNOW THIS 

WINGS FOR LIFE 



SPINAL CORD RESEARCH FOUNDATION. 


In 2DD3 Hannes Kinigadner, son of two-time motocross world champion Heinz, had 
an accident that left him as a tetraplegic. Moved by his son’s injury, Heinz teamed 
up with the founder of Red Bull, Dietrich Mateschitz, to set up the Wings for Life 
research foundation. 


At least 250,000 traumatic spinal cord injuries affect people every year with 50% of 
them caused by road accidents. 

By providing support for cutting-edge international research, Wings for Life aim to 
find ways to cure people that have or will be affected by spinal injuries. 

With all administrative costs covered by the Red Bull Company, 100% of all donations 
are used for research purposes. 

Info & donations: www.wingsforlife.com 


CONGRATULATIONS 

Hats off to Aussie Toby Price, who 
successfully defended his Finke Desert Race 
crown despite a seriously bashed-up ankle. 
Less than a week before the famous 480km 
desert race in Australia, a stick pierced 
through Price’s right boot and busted his 
ankle. The KTM rider wasn’t ever sure he’d 
start the race, but managed to hold it wide 
open for two days and secure his fourth 
Finke victory by more than six minutes! 
Photo: (flfourohfourfilms 




• Norwegian Eyvind Boyesen came to the US in the early 60s. He finished school and 
started working at an engineering firm doing work for NASA. His passion for dirt 
bikes lead him to develop a two-stroke reed valve and some intake boost ports. 

• He got license agreements with most manufacturers to use his designs in their 
production units and established Boyesen Engineering in 1972. 

• Hiring even more engineers Boyesen Engineering soon started manufacturing 
bolt-on aftermarket products focusing on improved performance. 

• An AMA motocross racer, Eyvind’s son Bag was the company’s development rider 
since early 90s. Bag became President after his father passed away in 2010. 

• Boyesen reacted to the boom in four-stroke popularity with products such as the 
Super Cooler and the QuickShot. They recently declared they’re already looking for 
solutions for two-stroke injection platforms, www.boyesen.com 



WANT DON’T NEED 

BREMBO FACTORY BRAKE CALIPERS 

In some ways they’re the ultimate vanity upgrade - parts we absolutely don’t need, 
yet, can’t help but want. We’ve never had any issues with braking - if we have it’s 
been because our legs have gotten tired - yet every time we see these hard anodised 
Brembo beauties we can’t help but marvel at their gun metal grey awesomeness. 
Apparently, they’re better because they’re stiffer than stock, which makes for 
improved braking! 


HELMET PROFILE 2.0 

MATERIAL: Shell 100% ABS 


DETAILS: Lighter Adjustable Visor system. Molded chin guard with extra-large 
ventilation. Anti-allergic, removable, washable, liner. Double D ring closure. 

WEIGHT: 1190 gr. [M+/- 50gr] ECE 22-05 and ACU APPROVED 
Sizes XS-XXL SRP £99.95 Available through all Acerbis dealers 



ACERBIS UK LTD - TEL 01 582 491 076 - FA 





PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT 

KTM SPOKE SPANNER 

Simple, effective, and a tool that removes 
guesswork from spoke tightening, KTM’s 
Spoke Torgue Wrench is exactly what is 
says it is. Made by Fasst Company in the 
States it takes all of the guesswork out 
of keeping spokes tight. You simply tighten spokes until you feel the tool click’ and 
you’re done. With IF interchangeable heads available - the wrench only comes with 
the correct KTM sized end - it’s a tool that can work on all makes and models. 


WE’RE LOVING 

FOX SHUTTLE SAVANT GEAR BAG 



We might not do as much racing as we once did, but we definitely spend a lot of time 
on the go. Mostly transporting gear and equipment and struggling with the weight 

of our luggage. What’s great about 
Fox’s Shuttle Savant gear bag is that 
it’s tough without toughness adding 
excessive, unwanted weight. The 
bag has everything we need - space, 
wheels that are quiet and smooth 
running, and a retractable handle. 

It does everything we ask of it, every 
other weekend, www.foxhead.com 



0< 01 582 499639 - UKINFO@ACERBIS.IT WWW.ACERBIS.COM 





• This is Prince Charles meeting a fresh-faced Julian Stevens back in 1992 at the final 
of The Prince’s Young Business Trust in Soho, London. One of IP regional winners, 
Julian - who had started Eurotech with support from the trust - brought along Paul 
Edmondson’s 1990 lP5cc World Enduro Championship winning bike. "Other people 
brought things like cheese,” remembers Julian. 

• There’s a reason the bike only has one hand guard - because that’s how it finished 
the 1990 ISDE in Sweden. Paul rode the factory KTM to the ’90 lP5cc title as well 
racing it in the eighth litre class in Sweden. 



1990 was an exciting time for the World Enduro Championship as it was the first 
year of the series. Prior to establishing the World Championship, the European 
Enduro Championship was Europe’s # 1 enduro series. Finn Kari Tiainen topped the 
950cc two-stroke title on a Suzuki Jimmy Eriksson won the 500cc four-stroke crown 
on a Husaberg. And a Simson topped the 80cc class! 

• The last time KTM won a 195cc World Championship was back in POOD with Juha 
Salminen. In 9D04 the lfficc class was scrapped in favour of Enduro 1, which has 
been dominated with 950cc four-strokes since its inception. Julian is now manager 
and mentor to extreme enduro star Jonny Walker. 





PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT 

POLISPORT SWINGARM PROTECTORS 

Rocks are about as kind on dirt bikes as Angela Merkel is to the Greeks, which is why 
you can just about buy a guard to protect any and every part of your pride and joy. 

But only recently has Polisport started making swingarm protectors. They are exactly 
what they say they are, and they fit well, are held in place with a handful of zip-ties 
and look like they’d take a decent knock or two. The orange colour isn’t exactly the 
same as KTM’s latest bodywork, but if keeping your swingarm scrape free is a priority 
look no further, www.polisport.com 




CAN'T WAIT FOR... 

2015 INTERNATIONAL SIX DAYS ENDURO 

Why can’t we wait for this year’s ISDE? Because we might get a wet one. And wet 
races are always interesting. Whether it’s wet or not we’re confident it’ll be a proper 
race, with a great mix of naturally challenging special tests. Ever since Finland’s 
strangle hold on the Trophy team competition weakened a few years back it’s been 
the French that have dominated. But can they win again in B015? 

There’s still some serious depth of talent in this year’s French national squad, but 
it’s not the potent list of multiple world champions it has been in the past. With back 
room staff any team would give their right arm for, all eyes will again be on France. 

But it’s the battle for the overall individual top spot that’s caught our eye. Pela 
Renet, Antoine Meo and Christophe Nambotin, together with last year’s overall 
runner-up Toby Price, aren’t competing. So there’s going to be a new name at the 
very top of the results. 

The way we see it things are pretty evenly split between a European, an American or 
Australasian securing individual honours. Who’s your money on? 

i/i/i mfim~isdeM5.com 









GALLERY #10.1 


Three French riders have earned outright, individual ISDE 
•honours during the last three years. Enduro illustrated 
looks back at Christophe Nambotin, Antoine Meo and 
Pela Renet’s recent stand-out Six Days performances... 

Words 8 Photos: MweJMedm 

Ask any of the world’s very best enduro riders about their greatest 
achievements and all will mention the ISDE. For a very select few outright 
victory at the 90-year-old event gains them entry into one of off-road 
racing’s most exclusive clubs. 

Riders from four different countries have claimed overall individual honours 
at the ISDE during the last 10 years. Manxman David Knight got the job 
done for Great Britain in Slovakia in 2005. Finland hit the individual top spot 
in New Zealand in 2006 and again at home in 2011 with Juha Salminen and 
Eero Remes respectively. Ivan Cervantes became Spain’s first and to-date 
only outright ISDE winner in Serres, Greece in 2008. 

But it’s French riders who have enjoyed the most success in recent 
years. Johnny Aubert struck gold in Chile 2007 and again in Mexico in 
2010. Christophe Nambotin also did the double with outright victories in 
Portugal, 2009 and again in Germany in 2012. With Antoine Meo securing 
individual top honours in Sardinia in 2013 and Pela Renet doing the same 
one year later in Argentina it’s been all about the French since 2012... 





2012 GERMANY 

CHRISTDPHE NAMBOTIN 

The battle for top overall, individual honours at the 2012 ISDE was a two-rider affair between 
Antoine Meo and Christophe Nambotin, the rider who would eventually secure the coveted 
win. Their friendly rivalry saw the duo pull clear of all other riders. At the end of the six days of 
competition Nambo’ finished one-minute ahead of Meo. He also topped the Enduro 3 class by 
a huge nine minutes from Australia’s Toby Price. Interestingly, alongside Christophe’s E3 class 
win, Meo topped Enduro 1 with Pela Renet winning the Enduro 2 class. 



Antoine Meo was somewhat of a fish out of water at the start of the 2013 ISDE. Standing in for 
injured countryman and KTM team-mate Christophe Nambotin, Meo switched from the 250f he’d 
topped the Enduro 1 World Championship on to Nambotin’s 300 EXC. It was somewhat of a shock 
for Meo. Using the early days of the race to better set-up the 300, Antoine went on to top the 
Enduro 3 class by six minutes. His closest overall challenger was Australia’s Daniel Milner. Meo’s 1 
result helped France secure the World Trophy team victory. 
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Last year’s ISDE was a strange one. With only a handful of ‘top’ Trophy teams opting to head to 
Argentina it was somewhat of a non-event. At the sharp end of the results though Husqvarna’s 
Pela Renet delivered the goods in no uncertain terms. In the dry, dusty and sandy conditions 
Renet played a key role in helping France towards what would eventually be a World Trophy 
. class win. Topping the Enduro 2 class on each of the five full days of competition, third during 
his final motocross race was enough for Pela to seal both class and outright honours. 


PIONEERING SINCE 1903 




THE MORE LOST 
YOU GET, THE MOE 
AT HOME IT FEELS 


THE 2016 ENDURO MODEL RANGE. 

Agile handling, predictable power and ease-of-use are critical in tight and technical 
terrain. Exploring the depths of the deepest forest is only half the adventure. The new 
Husqvarna Motorcycles enduro models are built to take you as far as you dare to go - 
with the exceptional reliability and durability to get you back out again. 
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I SURVIVED... 

15-MONTH TRIP FROM ENGLAND TO AUSTRALIA - 
DANSKEATES 

Five things that helped Brit Dan Skeates survive an epic trip 
to Australia... 

#1 “The most important thing to take on any trip is a smile. It instantly tells 
everyone you’re approachable. My smile has attracted help everywhere I’ve 
been and it’s free. Riding a motorbike and not being cocooned in a car or bus 
is by far the best way to travel. As I passed people I always smiled at them 
and got a smile back wherever I was.” 

#2 “My BMW FB50GS Dakar filled me with confidence in all situations. It has 
to be one of the most versatile bikes - it’s capable of cruising down a road, 
climbing a steep mountain track or speeding over a dirt road. At times I just 
stare at my bike and smile. I haven’t had a major breakdown and I’ve been 
able to resolve all Issues. It repairs easily en route.” 

#3 “It’s all about the people. I’m not sure I could’ve completed the journey 
without the people I’ve met along the way. Thousands of people have helped 
me in a thousand different situations. I had electrical and mechanical help 
for my bike, food, drink, constant stimulating conversations and a bed for 
the night when in remote areas.” 

#4 “I used my iPhone 4s and iPad Air every day - offline, with a SIM card or 
using Wi-Fi. I charged them from my bike’s battery and used them to keep in 
contact with the outside world. The amazing apps with maps, music, media, 
travel and country details to name a few have been a constant source of 
information and helped me make positive decisions every day.” 

tt 5 “Having an open mind and being flexible is essential. It has led to meeting so 
many people and experiencing so many situations that I otherwise would’ve 
passed. Plan the essentials but let the road open up in front of you and lead 
you to an unknown destination. Relax, slow down and absorb the journey.” 



THE DAILY GRIND 

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF ERZBERGRODEO PRESS MANAGER 
MARTIN KETTNER 

6.45am - Wake up in my makeshift room in the office buildings. I step out onto the roof 
to have a coffee and a cigarette and soak up the view of the mountain. It’s an 
incredibly peaceful sight at that time in the morning. 

7.15am - Down to the press room and help Evi and Steffe organise the guides that will 
take the media out on the mountain. I also answer some emails. 

8.00am - The press room is opened for race day and most of the morning is spent 
assigning everyone with their chosen guides. 

12.00pm - 1 make my way down to the quarry floor and get ready for the start. My twelve 
months of preparing for ErzbergRodeo is finally complete. 

12.29pm- This is my absolute all-time favourite moment of the entire race. The final 

minute before the race starts is the only time there is complete silence in the 
quarry. You can hear a pin drop - fantastic. 

12.30pm - Karl waves the starting flag and the race is on. I stay in the quarry floor until 
every one of the 500 starters has left and I cheer for them all across the 
start line. Then I go check out my favourite spots - including Dynamite. 

14.15pm - It’s time to make my way back to the finishing arena and get ready for the 
winner to arrive. Once that’s complete it’s back to the press room to answer 
more requests and prepare the race report. 

7.00pm - About this time I sneak off to one of the quarry buildings and have a glass 
of wine with some of the guys who maintain the Red Bull arches. This is a 
21-year tradition. 

8.00pm- Issue the press release. 

8.30pm - The immediate crew involved in the running of the race sit down and have 
dinnertogether 

Post Erzberg - The next three weeks are spent answering continual emails, dealing with 

photo requests before starting to plan again for the next year. 




HIGH FIVE DAVID KNIGHT 

ON RETURNING TO SLOVAKIA, 10 YEARS AFTER CLAIMING THE OUTRIGHT 
OVERALL ISDE WIN BACK IN 2005... 

What did winning the ISDE in Slovakia ten years ago mean to you? 

“Winning the overall at the 2005 ISDE is one of the fondest moments of my career. We had a 
good battle with Stefan Merriman during the first few days but then it rained and everything 
got really slippery. Another reason that race was important is because it came shortly after 
my father died.” 

What kind of conditions do you expect at this year’s ISDE? 

“The race is in Kosice this year, a different place than where we raced in 2005. But I 
also have great memories from Kosice as I celebrated my second world title there. 
Slovakia is generally a country with forests and soft terrain, with weather being mostly 
unpredictable. If it rains again it’s going to be really interesting.” 

How’s your fitness now, following the virus you’ve been struggling with recently? 

“It’s been a long time since I last felt 100%. I had a hard time fighting with that virus last winter. 

It can take up to a year to recover. No matter what I did I quickly felt weak in the muscles and tired. 
I decided to race the EWC GP of Belgium to see where I was at and things weren’t that bad.” 

With many of the top guys out of the 2015 ISDE, what are your predictions? 

“You can’t make any predictions for the ISDE. You first have to finish the race to get any 
kind of result. I know some of the top guys decided to skip the event this year but rest 
assured there’s going to be loads of talented riders there. Well have some good battles 
I reckon. I’ll just try to fight for a podium in Enduro 2 and maybe a top five or six overall.” 
Finally, any plans for 2016? 

“My plan is to fully return to racing next year, so I think the ISDE will help.” e 
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Enduro illustrated evaluates 
the benefits of Spanish brand 
OnSrip’s new Electronic 
Exhaust Valve system... 

fiords 8 photos: Future7Media 
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EXACTLY mATISONGRIP’S ELECTRONIC 
EXHAUST VALVE SYSTEM? 

It's a device that gives much greater control over power valve operation. OnGrip’s EEV 
transforms the mechanical [centrifugal) actuation of the power valve into an electrically 
operated system, which has significant benefits. The valve is moved by a servomotor 
that’s integrated within the kit’s black, aluminium case. The EEV is linked to a handlebar 
switch, which offers different maps that can be changed even while riding. 

There are three basic maps - softer power, standard power and harder more aggressive 
power. Additionally, by using a programming tool - sold separately - you can create your 
own fourth map. The kit is designed to fit KTM’s 250cc and 300cc engines, so that’s all 
recent KTM, Husqvarna and Husaberg two-stroke enduros. Beta’s enduro two strokes 
might be the focus of OnGrip’s next EEV unit. 

The need for a battery to powerthe servo mechanism leaves no possibility for installation 
on motocross bikes. But as the team behind OnGrip is already thinking and planning 
ahead we wouldn’t rule out the possibility of them coming up with a solution to solve 
that. OnGrip’s EEV is the Spanish company’s first product. 




WHAT DO YOU GET IN THE EEV KIT? 


Although the EEV operates electronically it’s a really, really simple system to get bolted 
on. Mechanical skills are more important than electrical, as there are only a few wires 
that need plugging in. The kit comes in a simple box, which includes the CNC-machined 
aluminium moto/cover assembly - the bit that bolts onto the bike’s cylinder and houses 
the servomotor - and the mechanism that actuates the power valve arm. There’s a small 
amount of wiring and a handlebar switch. All parts are pre-connected to one another. 



DO I HEED AN ELECTROMECHANICAL DEGREE TO FIT IT? 

No, is the simple answer. Fitting the kit is relatively straightforward, it doesn’t require 
much more than a little mechanical understanding and takes around one hour. OnGrip 
provides a small fitting instruction booklet with images in English and Spanish, with 
plans to soon produce a short fitment video. 

Fitment goes something like this... remove the seat, tank, exhaust pipe and power valve 
cover, followed by the original power valve actuation arm - the rod that connects the 
centrifugal activation device to the in-cylinder power valve mechanism. If you can change 
anairfilteryoucandothis. 


Bolting the new housing unit onto the outside of the cylinder is incredibly simple 
and takes no time at all. The small electronic unit that’s connected to the EEV via a 
lightweight electrical harness 
is placed above the battery and 


connected to its poles - 
it needs a little power to work. 

To get RPM data a cable is plugged 
into the alternator. 

The switch button is zip-tied to the 
handlebars. And that’s it. 


THEPOWERMVE STORY 


Correct installation gets a constant 
light on the handlebar switch while 
a flashing light means there’s 
something wrong with either 
installation or operation. 


A power valve varies the dimensions of a two-stroke 
power delivery over a wider range of RPMs. The first < 
was Yamaha’s Power Valve System [YPVS] introduced 
actuated either mechanically [RPM dependent] or eli 
Beta, Gas Gas, Husqvarna, KTM and Yamaha two strol 

A well-known electronic application was Honda’s RC \ 
sat outside the engine and controlled the power valv 
can be seen in Sherco and TM latest engines. Electro 
of accuracy. It can vary the opening of the valve and I 
complexity and its cables need adjustment. 




engine’s exhaust port to broaden 
application with consistent results 
in late 70s. A power valve is 
actronically (servo motor]. Modern 
<es use a mechanical power valve. 

/alve (CR 250 02-07]. The servomotor 
e via two cables. A similar system 
nic control offers a greater degree 
be tuned to conditions. But it adds 


SHOP NOW » 



WHATABOUTTHEDIY MAP CAPABILITIES? 


This is where things get interesting. To create your own map you need an additional 
programmer, which is sold separately. It plugs in easily via a connector on top of the air 
box. And then you really start learning how big a part the humble power valve plays in 
determining the power delivery of a two-stroke. 

Opting for simplicity, the programmer only allows you to set rpm against five power valve 
opening positions - 20, AO, 60, 80 and 100%. And you can’t start opening the valve and 
then close it again. Despite the seemingly limited programming possibilities you can 
hugelyalterthe power delivery. 

We started out thinking we knew what we were doing, only to create a few utterly useless, 
and completely unrideable power curves. Eventually, we started to understand how the 
system works. Finally, we settled for a curve that was soft but still strong, with no top- 
end hit. To say we learned a lot about power valve operation is a huge understatement. 





SO WHAT’S IT LIKE TO USE? 



The only visual reminder of the kit’s installation when sitting on the 
bike is the handlebar switch, which has a large button and an easily 
visible light. The green light corresponds to the soft map, blue to the 
standard map and red to the harder map. Any push to the button loads 
the next map in a circular, to-the-next rotation. 

The blue map is equivalent to the engine’s standard performance. 

In this mode, if you didn’t know the kit had been fitted you’d think you 
were riding a standard bike. It’s programmed to keep the valve closed 
till mid rpm and then gradually open it 100%. The huge difference the 
EEV can make is noticeable once you start flicking through the other 
maps. Green - the softer power setting - sees the valve opened slightly 
from the get go. Then, from mid rpm the valve gradually opens but 
never fully opens. The difference over standard is huge. 

Straight away the lack of any hit is impressive. Working as a kind of 
traction control the system turns the mighty S50 two-stroke into 
a mellow, rideable puppy. On the flip side, the red map almost fully 
opens the valve in mid rpms. The bike becomes a rocket ship, with a 
huge amount of power delivered from mid-to-top rpms. 



ANDREAS GLAVAS 


“With OnGrip’s EEV system fitted it’s like having four different bikes in one. 

In the slippery hills I got great traction from the softer map, even allowing 
me to stop midway on steep hills and steadily ride away. I think the greatest 
advantage is you can flick through the maps even while riding - the green 
map for slower more technical trails, the blue or a customised map on more 
open tracks. The only modification I’d make is to position the handlebar 
switch to face upwards more, as a few times my chest accidentally touched it, 
switching maps.” 

JONTY EDMUNDS 

“I love two-stroke simplicity but I also like the smoothness of four-stroke 
power, so anything that allows customisation and adjustment of two-stroke 
power has to be a good thing in my book. Initially, I was unsure as to why 
anyone would need a more aggressive map, and a little underwhelmed by 
the softer map option. My opinions soon changed. Around a special test I 
favoured the standard map, going on to create a custom’ setting that I was 
completely happy with. Figuring it out was fun, too. But once I got stuck into 
more technical terrain I immediately understood the benefits of OnGrip’s 
EEV system, and the soft map. Seemingly making wheel spin impossible it 
softened the bike immeasurably. The calming effect of the soft map also 
opens up the possibility for more inexperienced riders to jump on a G50 as 
there’s no hit or snap whatsoever.” e 
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A closer look at Japanese machinery in the Enduro World Championship... 

We all know it’s the European bike builders who have historically dominated 
the international enduro scene, but Japanese machinery in the Enduro World 
Championship is alive and well.... 





Honda RedMoto 
CRFffiOREnduro 

The Honda RedMoto team know Hondas inside out. Earning 
five Enduro World Championship world titles together with 
Mika Ahola and one with Alex Salvini, it’s fair to say they 
understand exactly what needs doing, exactly why it needs 
doing and what improvements they expect to see as a result. 
As a 450CC motocross bike at heart there’s certainly no 
shortage of power, so all modification focus on ensuring 
exactly the type of usable power current team rider Alex 
Salvini likes and wants. That pretty much means top-end 
engine work. Ensuring a refined power delivery a non- 
standard Vertex piston is fitted along with cylinder head 
work’. The bottom-end of the motor is standard aside from 
a complete Rekluse clutch and a heavier flywheel weight. 
ATermignoni exhaust system is used - the silencers are 
longerthan stock. 



The chassis is standard CRF, but with the footpegs 
moved back a little. The X-Trig triple clamps don’t 
alterthe geometry of the bike at all, but a revised 
rear linkage lowers the back-end. Internally the 
SFF Air forks are ‘very different’ to standard. The 
beautiful carbon fibre fuel tank holds 1.8 litres more 
fuel compared to standard. 

A Magura hydraulic clutch is used while brake 
master cylinders and callipers are standard and 
fitted with InnTech disks. Wheel hubs are black 
anodised. The bike is finished off with hand, sump, 
linkage and ignition guards. Alex runs 13/51 gearing. 
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Simone Albergoni’s KE 250F is the least modified of all Japanese bikes competing in the EWC. 
Visually, aside from being fitted with lights, the Brembo hydraulic clutch is the most obvious 
modification. Offering a more progressive and consistent feel, inside the motor the KE 250F is 
fitted with a complete Rekluse clutch. 

Internal motor work is all top-end with a standard weight flywheel fitted. With a standard crank, 
crankcases and gearbox the cylinder head is cleaned and worked on’ just like on all racing 250f 
motors. A Vertex piston is the only significant internal aftermarket motor part fitted. 



Italian street bike pipe manufacturer Zard supply the full exhaust 
system, which together with engine modifications simply give a 
smoother spread of strong power. The Motorace Kawasaki team are 
the only EWC team using Zard pipes. The team have created their own 
ignition curve, which is less aggressive than a standard 250F Kawasaki. 
The airbox is opened up a little to allow the motor to breath a little 
more easily, while the team run 13/50 gearing. Brakes are standard 
Nissin, together with standard sized Brembo disks in order to keep 
braking ‘as smooth as possible’. Renthal 996 bars are used, fitted 
to production clamps and Motorace bar mounts. Suspension is 
standard front and back, re-valved and with lighter weight springs. 











Marc Bourgeois’ WR250F is a beautiful looking 
bike. Three main areas are modified - engine, 
suspension and the electrics. To increase simplicity 
and remove the stuff that’s not needed the bike is 
fitted with a wiring loomb that’s a YZ/WR hybrid. 

A Vortex CDI is used, which gets ‘modified regularly 
depending on track and weather conditions’. 

The bottom-end of the motor is standard, running 
a production gearbox, crank and piston. 

Motor work focuses on the standard WR cylinder 
head, which is cleaned and ‘improved’ to offer more 
low-to-mid range power. YZ cams are used, which 
are re-profiled, again to aid low-to-mid range power. 
The bike also has a lightened flywheel weight. 

A complete Rekluse clutch system is fitted. 
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The biggest change to the suspension is the fitting of YZ forks. In 2014 Marc ran a YZ-based 
bike, so continuing with these forks was preferable to starting over with the new WR clampers. 
At the rear YZ linkage arms are used. 

Other notable modifications include a lighter battery and carbon fibre battery housing, 
standard geometry X-Trig triple clamps, Braking disks - front is oversized to 260mm - and 
Renthal 997 handlebars. Marc runs a Brembo front brake master cylinder connected to the 
standard Nissin calliper. 
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MADE IN ITALY, 
MUDDIED BY YOU 



NO SHORTCUTS 


Give yourself some room to flex with the all new SCOTT 550 MX bo 
Designed to give you the control you need to focus on that next tur 
these boots are ride-changers. 

Step up your racing. 


www.scott-sports.com 










With dunes, desert, beaches, 
forest-covered mountains and 
lazing food, Morocco serves up a 


diverse and picturesque dirt bike 
playground you won’t want to miss. 



1. IT’S GOT A TONNE OF DIFFERENT TERRAIN... 

Morocco is seriously diverse. Over to the west you have the Atlantic coastline, starting 
from Tangier, past Casablanca and stretching the whole way down to south of Agadir, 
where you have the freedom to ride on the beaches. Perhaps best known is the south of 
the country. You can even head into the Sahara desert and ride the famous Erg Chebbi 
Dunes in Merzouga. Morocco is a huge country and new trails are still being discovered, 
even by established tour operators like Wilderness Wheels who offer 10 distinctively 
different tours each year. 

2. IT HAS AN AMAZING CLIMATE... 

Morocco’s climate is almost as diverse as the terrain, varying with the season and 
region. Generally, the country has a tropical climate with temperatures reaching as 
high as 35°C and as low as 5°C in the Sahara. The coast has a warm, Mediterranean feel 
while inland areas have a hotter, drier climate. In the south the weather is very hot and 
dry throughout most of the year, though temperatures can drop dramatically at night 
- especially in December and January. November to March in coastal areas can be wet 
but the country is mostly dry with high temperatures in summer. A cooler climate in the 
mountains makes it an ideal year-long riding destination. 
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3. THERE’S FOOD YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS... 

Wherever you choose to go in Morocco you’ll be spoilt for choice when it comes to great 
food. You simply can’t visit Morocco without trying a Tagine - Morocco’s most famous 
type of dish. Essentially, it’s a North African style stew cooked in an Earthenware dish 
from which it takes its name. There are infinite variations depending on where you are, 
including many delicious meat and vegetable combinations! Mint tea is also a favourite 
in Morocco and you’ll almost always be offered it when entering sales negotiations while 
out shopping. 

4. IT’S GOT CULTURE BY THE BUCKET LOAD... 

Part of experiencing any new country is the opportunity to see and try new things. It’s not 
just about the riding! Marrakesh and Fez old town have some of the oldest markets in the 
world where you can buy everything from hand-beaten copper utensils to leather jackets 
- all at bargain prices. There’s almost no such thing as a price tag in Moroccan shops, 
haggling is expected and encouraged for purchases of all values. For the many carpet and 
rug sellers bartering has become an art form. Haggle hard, it’s almost an offence to pay 
the initial asking price! 

5. IT’S AFFORDABLE AND EASY TO GET TO... 

Accommodation, food and drink are all inexpensive in Morocco when compared to 
Western Europe. Bear in mind that many tour packages will include most of these costs 
so really your only extra expenses are beer 
and souvenir money. The most popular 
Moroccan beer, the mighty Flag, will cost you 
about £1.00 a can. Tastes good too. 

You can get a cheap flight (ours was £75.00] 
and be in this incredible riding haven in 
under four hours from the UK, even less from 
other parts of Europe. Or if you’re feeling 
adventurous and are planning a ride around 
Spain on a Dual Sport or Adventure bike why 
not go one step further and get the ferry 
across from Algeciras or Tarifa in Southern 
Spain? However you get to Morocco and 
wherever you choose to ride, you certainly 
won’t be disappointed. 




ALL ABOUT THE TRIP WE DID... 

Our trip to Morocco took us up into the North of the country where you have the High 
and Middle Atlas mountain ranges with towering cedar forests, endless rocky trails, 
wildlife and lakes. Flying directly to the city of Fez we started with a look around the 
medieval Medina, which gives you a taste of everything Morocco is about. All served 
up in a labyrinth of impossibly narrow streets and alleys. We then headed south to 
the town of Azrou via the Foret de Jaba into the 500 km 2 Ifrane National Park. All our 
riding for the next three days was inside this spectacular riding haven with its Berber 
inhabitants and the largest cedar, oak and pine forests in Morocco. 



SIX QUESTIONS TO PETER GRAY 

WILDERNESS WHEELS OWNER GIVES HIS REASONS FOR LOVING MOROCCO... 

Why choose Morocco when setting up a tour company? 

“I initially came here on a four-year placement as my wife was involved with a 
midwifery and healthcare project. Wilderness Wheels was launched as a short term 
project. We’d been on a couple of short visits before moving in 2000. At that time I 
was disappointed that there were no agencies offering guided off-road tours, or even 
rental of off-road bikes. 15 years later we’re still here.” 

Where are your three favourite places to ride in Morocco and why? 
“The Atlantic coast, south of Agadir, because of the amazing mixture of dunes and 
beaches. We go there with our Deep South and Coastal Tours. The cedar forests in the 
Middle Atlas are really cool because of the mixture of nicely-graded forest trails and the 
free riding possibilities in the forests. The sand dunes at Merzouga are special because 


of the enjoyment of free riding in sand dunes. The first time you experience riding in the 
dunes is something very special.” 

What has changed about Morocco in the last 15 years? 

“The quality of accommodation and food has definitely improved in the hotels and 
restaurants, and there has been a slow drift towards western values for much of the 
urban population. Also the progress in communications as some areas didn’t even have 
telephone land lines 15 years ago. Now pretty much all over the country you have a choice 
of networks often with 3G.” 

High point and low point of the last 15 years? 

“A memorable high point was taking Brad Pitt out on a day’s guided riding in spring 2005. 
That was pretty cool for obvious reasons. He can get in touch any time to come and ride 
again! A low point was when a great track down to Agdz was destroyed when they put a 
road through it. Fortunately, we found an even better alternative to use on our 3, 4 and 5 
Day Desert tours” 

What is it about Morocco that inspires you to carry on guiding 
after 15 years and countless tours? 

“My family and I love living here in such a hospitable and generous culture. Morocco is 
so accessible and diverse in people and geography that there is always more to discover. 
Riders who come and join our tours are often surprised how much they enjoyed their 
adventure and book to come and ride again with friends. If you love to ride and love 
adventure as I do, this is the place for you.” 

Finally, three reasons why Morocco makes the ultimate dirt bike 
holiday destination? 

“Unbeatable climate, diverse and spectacular scenery and a wide variety of off-road riding 
terrains. Morocco has sand dunes, sandy tracks, hard packed clay, hard packed gravel, loose 
gravel, medium rocky trails, very rocky trails, extreme rocky tracks and more...” 

Thanks... 

Wilderness Wheels: As one of the longest-established tour companies in Morocco, 
they offer guided tours in the desert and coastal regions as well as the Middle Atlas. For 
more information on all their tours visit: mu. wildernesswheels. com 
David Grist at H-C Travel for providing insurance for the trip: 
www.bikersinsumnce.co.uk e 










NEKENSFS AIR CLAMPS 

OVERVIEW... 

Neken - or NK - developed their unique Smooth Feeling System to take 
clamp technology to new levels. Made of CNC-machined alloy, the SFS 
Air Clamps feature two miniature shock absorbers, which give 10mm 
of handlebar travel. Shock stiffness is adjustable using an air pump, 
with the system offering increased comfort and reduced arm pump. 

OUR TAKE... 

Some of us at Enduro illustrated have injured wrists. That’s why we 
first took note of Neken’s SFS Air Clamps. They don’t offer a different 
offset over standard clamps and they’re certainly not clamps with 
fancy, overly engineered rubber dampers. They’re unique triple clamps 
with bar mounts that connect to two small air shocks. We’re hoping 
they’ll make life a little easier on an injured scaphoid. 

Our NK SFS kit came as a complete clamp set-up. The upper clamp 
has the damping units pre-installed, bar mounts and all bolts needed. 
Lower clamp comes with steering stem complete with bearing. As 
NK supply OE clamps to KTM, fitment to our 300 EXC was incredibly 
simple. We removed the existing clamps, replacing them with the SFS 
parts, but needed to remove the steering lock - a two-minute job with 
a hacksaw. 

The NK clamps effectively bolt mini shock absorbers on top of a bike’s 
front suspension. They’re not designed to offer ‘a little bit more’ 
fork travel, instead improved rider comfort. You don’t feel any great 
movement when riding, and no amount of pushing on handlebars will 
get them to move. 

Offering equal up-and-down movement -there’s no one-side-moves- 
more-than-the-other feeling like you sometimes get with rubber 
mounted bar clamps - the NK SFS clamps offer precise and accurate 
front-end feel together with comfortable, adjustable damping. 

REALLY LIKED: 21st century clamp technology 
PRICE S AVAILABILITY: www.nk-neken.com 


BOYESEN SUPER COOLER 

OVERVIEW... 

Boyesen’s Super Cooler is designed to improve coolant flow and reduce 
engine temperature. It features a more powerful, aluminium impeller housed 
inside a cast aluminium cover with a hydrodynamic form and larger inlets. 
According to Boyesen it can lower a running engine’s temperatures by as 
much as 10 degrees. 

OUR TAKE... 

Reduced engine temperature is never a bad thing. Especially when it comes 
to four-strokes. Boyesen’s Super Cooler is a product that’s functional on the 
inside, great looking on the outside. But it’s what happens inside that really 
matters. In short an aluminium impeller - the bit that pushes coolant around 
a motor and radiators - replaces the stock plastic impeller. Over the top 
goes Boyesen’s Super Cooler water pump cover. The word to remember here 
is hydrodynamics - a branch of physics that’s all about the motion of fluids. 

Fitment to our WRP50F required a little mechanical knowledge, as swapping 
the plastic impeller for the aluminium impeller meant the removal of the 
inner clutch casing. Not a difficult job, by simply following the easy-to- 
understand YouTube instructional video (if only all companies did these!] it 
took us around 45 minutes from start to finish. 

The Super Cooler kit includes the aluminium impeller and cover, as well as 
a new gasket and a small plastic cover that goes over the threaded end of 
the water pump shaft to aid fitment. It’s a somewhat tricky job - it’s simpler 
on other bikes - but not one that’s too difficult for anyone with a reasonable 
level of spanner confidence. 

The Super Cooler is a small part that plays a big role in the battle against 
overheating. 

REALLY LIKED: Practical cooling solution 

EXTRAS: Water pump gasket 

PRICE S AVAILABILITY: www.boyesen.com 



y 




v r 






S 




F 

\\ 


! 


4 )' ^ # i 


’EHpHBk 

r&* ^ 

jff 



TAKING ENDURO 

TO NEW HEIGHTS 


STALLRACING.COM 



FORCE ACCESSORIES BASH PLATE, 

DISK 8 CLUTCH GUARDS 

OVERVIEW... 

Force Accessories produce hard parts for extreme use. Established in Australia 
a decade ago the company design, develop and build a wide range of guards and 
accessories that allow off-road riders to embrace true dirt bike adventures. 

OUR TAKE... 

The fact that Force Accessories’ products don’t come wrapped in fancy packaging or with 
a tonne of instructional material sends out a very clear message about the way the Aussie 
firm does business. It’s all about the products. Simple, honest, and designed to protect, 
each of the three guards we got our hands on were well-made and solid in construction. 
Both the clutch and rear brake disk guards are straightforward parts, built to protect. 
Each took no time at all to fit and once bolted into place, well, we kind of forgot about 
them, went riding and let them do their job. For the most part out of site, each part 
adds little in the way of weight but offers the kind of defence we expected. 

The bash plate is a work of art. Made from one piece of folded aluminium, the welding 
along each side is exquisite. Fitted to our WR250F, the bash plate required the fitment 
of a small additional bracket, which once in place allows simple, one-bolt fitment of 
the guard instead of the standard two-bolt fitment. 

Slim and incredibly robust, the bash plate offers dependable engine and water pump 
protection and is quick and easy to remove and re-fit. 

REALLY LIKED: Easy fitment, great quality 

PRICE & AVAILABILITY: www.forceaccessories.com.au 
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BESTTRAILS IN WALES! 

THE CORNHILL INN. RHAYADER 

£25 PER NIGHT B*B 
WEEKEND PACKAGES: 

2 NIGHTS WITH ONE OR TWO DAYS GUIDED RIDING 

T: 01597 810853 E: INFO@PAULDARK.CO.UK 
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Straight out of the drive and onto the trails! 

Homely and relaxed atmosphere and great facilities! 
Pool, Sauna and Jacuzzi 













Call: +351926385026 
www. wi m motorsacademy.com 



#§) 12 rental bikes for you to choose from 
Advanced mechanics always ready to help 


Enduro/Roadbook riding 


ices all inclusive 


/Vim Motors Academy is not just riding a bike. It is about improving your 
control and navigation skills at the same time. Every rented bike is 
equipped with a roadbook navigation tower with the latest specs. 
After a day of exploring our extensive tracks you can take 
advantage of our facilities which include: 

Beach, lake, swimming pool, sauna and fitness centre. 
When it turns dark we go to the best local restaurants 
and eat great food. What more could you want? 



Wilderness 

Wheels Morocco 



Desert, Mountain and Coastal tours. 
Diverse riding and spectacular scenery. 
Limited places available! 

+212 668 73 00 08 or +212 524 88 81 28 

infos@wildernesswheels.com 

www.wrildernesswheels.com 









pure rural enduro feelings 
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Taking your time and thinking 
about what to do first when you 
get your hands on a brand new 
dirt bike will save both time and, 
more importantly, money further 
down the line. Here’s what we 
recommend you do to a new bike... 

Words: Future7Media 

Photos: Future7Media and Yamaha Motor Europe 


pop tip s iSJP 


LISTEN TO OTHERS 

You might know plenty, but taking advice from a 
dealer is essential and a great way to build up a 
rapport with your chosen bike shop. Discuss any 
uncertainties you might have - having had specialist 
manufacturer training your dealer will know the 
answers to any question you’ll have. Also, read the 
manual, especially if you’re switching to a new brand 
or from a two-stroke to a four-stroke, or vice versa. 

S ECO RITY FIRST 

Thinking about security is a must. Are you insuring the bike? If so 
know from what date the cover starts and if there are any exclusions 
or must dos. Photograph your bike (somewhere private] making 
sure you get images of the engine and chassis numbers, and any 
other distinguishing 
features. Keep all 
documentation 
separate from your 
bike and treat 
yourself to a new lock 
and chain. 




NEW FOR OLD 

Ask yourself if you really need to use all of the new parts 
fitted to your bike during the break-in sessions. Don’t have 
old tyres? Ask your dealer for some. Know someone with the 
same bike? Ask them if they have any old plastics you can 
have. Don’t fit old brake pads unless you fit old disks too. 



For your own peace of mind check a new bike over thoroughly. When a 
bike’s new it’s a great time to learn what tools are needed. Check all nuts 
and bolts, as well as spokes. Check the coolant level, that the air filter is 
fitted correctly and generally give the bike a once over. You might want 
to use thread lock on certain bolts, or lock wire on grips. Once you start 
riding keep an eye on sprocket and engine mounting bolts, spokes in 
particular, and anything that’s bolted into aluminium. 


pop tip s iSjP 


REMOVE AND SIMPLIFY 

New bikes come with stuff most won’t need. If you’re 
serious about competition then remove things like 
indicators. Other parts like steering locks, internal 
exhaust restrictors and additional chain guards are all 
fitted to allow homologation for street use. Off-road they 
simply add weight to a bike and reduce performance. 



Make sure you’re confident everything that needs to be well greased is well 
greased. Rear suspension linkage, swingarm pivots and headset should all get a 
little extra grease. If your bike has a steering lock attached directly to the frame, 
like KTM and Husqvarna, seal it up. This is where water gets in, which in no time 
at all will start damaging the lower bearing. 


FITTHEMNOW 

It’s often best to fit new stuff 
to a bike when it’s brand new. Before number boards 
and plastics get scratched think about sticking 
backgrounds and graphics on. Any hard parts you’re 
going to fit might as well be fitted now. Fitting a 
select number of guards and parts allows you to 
familiarise yourself with a new bike, learn the correct 
routing of cables and hoses, etc. 

SETITUP 

It’s your bike, so get the basics set-up 
the way you like it. Bars, levers, gear and 
brake levers and throttle and clutch free 
play can all be set in no time at all. So 
take the time to do it. Set suspension to 
whatever your dealer/manual, or trusted 
friends, recommend. Don’t presume the 
sag will be correct. After an initial riding 
session check sag again. 



pop tip s iSjP 


THE FIRST RIDE 

The most important ride you’ll take on your new bike. Know what 
you’re trying to do, and how to do it. Warm the engine up before riding 
and if it’s a two-stroke check it’s jetted rich enough. Take things 
steadily and don’t go directly to a race. Trail riding is generally the 
right kind of riding for running in - not too much, not too little. Stop 
every 30 minutes to examine the bike visually as well as to check 
coolant levels. Also check the bike with spanners every hour. Spend 
several hours running in a two-stroke, increasing revs and intensity 
as you go. And remember to check, check and check again... 



TOP TIPS FROM JUUAN STEVENS 

ADVICE FROM THE MAN WHO’S WORKED WITH PAOL EDMONDSON, 

DAVID KNIGHT AND JONNY WALKER... 

SIDING. If it’s a two-stroke make sure 
the jetting is rich enough and be sure there are no fluid leaks anywhere. 

Break a new bike 

in gently - often trail riding or steady road riding is the best way to do 
this. Don’t go directly to a race. 

On two-strokes don’t vary the recommended oil/fuel mixture for running 
in. Stick to what is advised by your dealer. Remember your carburation is 
set for a specific oil/fuel ratio. 

MOST 4 STROKES WILL BE SDPPLIED WITH A BEDDING IN OIL. Most often 
a mineral oil, which doesn’t offer full engine protection under race 
conditions. It allows the moving parts to settle in. Modern day engines 
are better built, but you still need to run a four-stroke in well if you want 
long life and low oil consumption. Ideally you need to run a four-stroke 
for a minimum of two tanks of fuel, or about five hours, gradually 
increasing the load on the engine. Then maybe go to a semi-synthetic oil 
before going to fully-synthetic. 

THE BIGGEST KILLERS DDRING RDNNING IN ARE EXTREME HEAT. 

Don’t overheat the motor by over revving and high loads - don’t be in 
sixth gear at low revs when you should be in second gear at higher revs. 
Let the engine spin freely. 

CHECK EVERYTHING AFTER FIRST RIDE. You’ll have checked it, but check it all 
again. Look for signs of any leaks and any parts that are rubbing, especially 
plastic parts that with dirt can cut into subframes, shock bodies etc. Care 
and attention when new will save problems and expense later. 
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GALLERY #10.2.01 



Splash Dance 

Strip away the crazy inner-city prologue and event-ending balance-beam- 
over-mud-pit nuttiness and Romaniacs is an event that’s all about escape, 
wilderness and the simplicity of dealing with nature’s best and worst. 
In many ways it’s an old-fashioned style enduro - a race where man and 
machine go up against the elements in the hope of simply finishing, 
d with the Romanian wilderness offering a truly amazing playground, 
shows no signs of slowing down. 


and Photos: Future7Media 
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GALLERY #10.2.04 

Water 

wonderland 

In parts of Europe riding through rivers 
is illegal. At Romaniacs it’s one of the 
daily pleasures. The very oldest of 
old-school hazards, never a year goes 
by without someone getting more than 


just their feet wet. This year Wade 


Young joined the long and illustrious 
list of riders who got it wrong and 
flooded his bike. 
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Spataie o4uto 


Why finish a day with just a ‘normal’ river crossing when you can wall ride across it? 
Ensuring just that little bit more excitement Romaniacs organisers are never afraid 
to go the extra mile to ensure something that’s just that little bit different. Andreas 
Lettenbichler was one of many to successfully master the finish on day three. 
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GALLERY #10.2,03^ 

Jo sixty Walker 

' Continuing his unbeaten run of extreme enduro 
wins in 2015 Jonny Walker notched up one of his 
most important, and hard fought, victories of the 


year at Romaniacs. Knowing GrahamJarvis would go 
aJEfOt in order to ‘win back’ msjjom an iacs^o wnr 
Walker simply wept^hout and a little^jt morg^ 
Romaniacs 2015 was a seriously fast-paced affair. 
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GALLERY #10.2.08 

§| Clockwise from top left: 

“ Paul Bolton //Muddy Despair 
) // Podium - L to R, Graham Jarvis : 
* Jonny Walker & Alfredo Gomez 
^ // Jonny Walker & Graham Jarvis 
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5 THINGS THAI. 



#1- MADE US LAUGH 

HOW TO RIDE BITCH - Four basic male-on-male motorcycle riding techniques explained 
in a bit more than two minutes. As the ultimate tribute to 1960’s instructional videos 
“How to ride bitch” gave us plenty of reason to laugh. A must watch. 



2# -CAUGHT OUR ATTENTION 

GoPro Hero4 Session - Less than a month ago, GoPro surprised those believing helmet 
cameras couldn’t get any smaller. With 1080p60 video and 8MP photo capabilities, the 
new Hero4 Session weighs 74g, has an one-button control and is waterproof to 33’ [10m] 
without separate housing. Call that impressive! 
gopro.com 


3# SAVED US TIME 

Dirtbike Toolkit Checklist - A missing tool can ruin 
a nice clay’s ride. This simple website offers a list with 
some basic tools and spare parts. Knowing your bike, 
you can add some more there and then go ahead to 
create and print a checklist. To be used before any 
long ride off-road. 

micapeakcom/checklists/d irtbike.html 


ME ENJOYED WATCHING 

RED BULLROMANIACS 
HIGHLIGHTS- Grab a drink, sit 
comfortably and enjoy 26 minutes 
of Romaniacs action. This edit 
includes additional on-board 
footage showing Graham Jarvis and 
Jonny Walker racing the four-day 
event as if it were a three-hour 
flat-out moto. Things must’ve been 
tight in the Carpathians. 



5# SERIOUSLY IMPRESSED US 



ISDE GOLF FUNDRAISER TOURNAMENT - For the second year in a row the USA Trophy 

• r - enGoifco i^vr Teams organized a golf 
tournament in order 
to raise funds for their 
participation atthe 
Slovakian ISDE. The 
tournament was won by 
KTM’s official team with 
the amount of money 
raised to fund this year’s 
trip reaching over $33,000. 




TECH TIP 

RADIATOR HOSE PROTECTION DONE RIGHT 

Radiator hose protection is a no-brainer, yet so many of us ride without 
giving it a second thought. Punch a whole through an exposed hose and 
it’ll end in tears. No matter if it’s a two-stroke or a four-stroke it can lead 
to an expensive motor rebuild. The good news is time, not money, is all 
that’s needed for effective radiator hose protection. 

Just about all bikes have a vulnerable radiator hose somewhere. On most 
modern bikes it’s often the hose joining the right side radiator to the water 



Jonny 

Walker 




pump. Protecting that hose is practically cost free, quick and easy. 

Using an old fender, radiator shroud or number plate cut, snip or saw off a 
rectangular piece around one inch / 30mm in width and as long as it needs to 
be to cover the length of the hose you’re looking to protect. Smooth off the 
edges, drill holes top and bottom for zip-ties and you’re done. 

Option two is even simpler. Get one old handlebar grip, cut it from end to 
end, wrap it around the desired radiator hose and secure with a few zip-ties... 
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TAKE A LOOK 

THREE WEBSITES WORTH CHECKING OUT... 
www.oscarbyalpinestars.com 

Language: English 
Type: Heritage 

In the early 70s and after winning the Fashion Academy of Turin award with their 
revolutionary motocross boots, Alpinestars launched the Oscar line up. To celebrate the 
rebirth of this iconic collection 40 years later, they’ve created this cool website that 
practically smells of leather and two-stroke oil. Worth having a look... 

www.theadventurists.com/mongol-rally 

Language: English 

Type: Alternative way to race rally 

Forget everything you know about fancy rally racing and get ready for a 10,000-mile 
adventure from Europe to the heart of Asia on a 50cc moped. People raced the Mongol Rally 
on a Honda Cub and, as rumour has it, their lives were never the same again. Rules are you 
can only take a small bike, you’re on your own and you have to raise £1,000 for charity. 

wwwMarccoma.com 

Language: Spanish 
Type: Personal website 

With news on Marc Coma’s retirement making the front pages recently, a great way to 
remember the greatest moments of his long career is a visit to his personal website. 
Cool video footage, interesting graphs and a bunch of action images are all there. Only 
downside [for us) is that there’s no English text. 




YAMAHA QUICK RELEASE RAD LOUVERS 

Protecting their radiators with GYTR braces, the Miglio Yamaha team have come up with a 
modified set-up that allows for quick and easy louver removal - an essential duty that ensures 
clean radiators and in turn keeps motors cool. By welding a simple hook onto the lower, inside 
edge of the radiator brace, the team simply replaces the bolt at the bottom of the rad shroud 
with a kick stand rubber strap, that stretches across to the metal hook. Simple B effective. 


WTF 

CH RACING SHERCO 
RADIATOR COVERS 

Made by Italian company Hurly Motorcycle 
Racing Parts, these guards are designed to 
shield radiators from mud, sand and stones. 
Made from a fine but strong mesh they feature 
two elasticated bands that loop around the 
top and bottom or each radiator louver. While 
there might not be too many teams using 
radiator guards like this in enduro -yet -they’re 
becoming increasingly popular in motocross GP. 




GET ORGANISED 

KNOW WHERE IT IS 
FIRST TIME, EVERY TIME... 

There’s organised, and then there’s super organised! All the tools in the world are no use 
to any rider if they’re buried at the bottom of a tool chest, or locked inside a van. Honda’s 
Enduro World Championship team know the importance of having everything to hand, as they 
regularly demonstrate. When the clock’s ticking being this organised makes a big difference. 


MY MODS 

EWC El POINTS LEADER EERO REMES ON HIS 
‘SHORT 8 FAST’ GUY MODS 

BIKE SET UP 

“We use a modified swingarm that lowers the rear end by almost 10mm. It helps a short 
guy like me put both feet on the ground and gives more traction. The seat is thinner too. 
In the front we’re using the standard triple clamps, but we bring them 5mm lower and 
position the handlebar mounts 10mm further back.” 

ENGINE & TRANSMISSION 

“My engine is mostly a standard enduro 0015 spec. I keep the 13 tooth front sprocket but 
change the 53 rear one with a 49. The engine is less aggressive but TM have worked a lot 
to have an engine with great low and mid rpm power.” 

SPECIAL PREFERENCES 

“I prefer keeping the hot start button bolted to my clutch master cylinder. We also have a 
map switch on the handlebar with two different pre-selected maps. Map 1 is for full power 
and Map 0 is for better traction in slippery and hard conditions. It actually cuts the rpm 
and doesn’t allow the rear wheel to spin.” 


RECOMMENDED 

8MM T-BAR 

AskTaddy Blazusiak’s mechanic Frantisek Michal 
what his go-to tool is and you’ll get a very quick 
reply - his 8mm t-handle... “It’s the tool I use 
every time I get close to any bike. It’s simple and 
honest and if I didn’t have it I couldn’t do my 
work. I have many t-handle spanners, all of them 
are important, but the 8mm gets used the most. 

It’s so good for adjusting levers.” 



PRODUCTSPL 



KTM SAFETY WIRE & 
THREADLOCKER 

You don’t have to own a KTM to benefit 
from what our Austrian friends have 
to offer in the way of their Power 
Parts. And when we say Power Parts 
we don’t just mean exhausts, disks 
and handlebars. At the back oftheir 
PP catalogue there’s a number of 
products every rider and racer can 
benefit from having in their toolbox - 
safety wire and threadlock being two 
fine examples. Both are ‘must have’ 
items, and knowing that KTM can 
supply them, well, there’s no need to 
go looking for them anymore. 

http://issuu.com/ktm_orange/docs/ 

ktm_pp_offroad_m\/15_de_gb 
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MICHELIN ENDURO COMPETITION III REAR & VI FRONT 

You can’t go wrong with Michelin’s Enduro Competition tyres, especially for the varied 
conditions of a long weekend. We recently raced Britain’s highly popular Welsh Two Day 
Enduro with the Comp III rear and the VI 
front and once again were amazed by their 
versatility. Excelling in softer conditions, 
they provided great overall traction 
everywhere. Most importantly, they gave 
loads of predictability even when conditions 
got seriously slippery. 
http://motoMchelin.co.uk 



POLISPORT FOLDING BIKE STAND 

Transporting a bike stand is a pain in the ass. Big, bulky, ready to rub 
against and scratch anything that’s packed in next to it, they’re absolute 
track-side must haves. Polisport’s folding bike stand kind of does the 
impossible - folds down small, yet when fully expanded is truly rock solid. 
Not a new product - they’ve been around for a few years now - they’re light, 
seriously tough and amazingly practical. 
www.polisport.com 


GOOD ms 

BECAUSE WE’RE ALL SICK OF NEGA1 

SHERCO WILL BE PRODUCING BIG VOLUMES OF 
THEIR 2016 450 SEF-R. 


EXTREME ENDURD HITS SOUTH AMERICA BIG 
TIME IN 0011 WITH ROMANICS ORGANISERS 
ANNOONCINGA NEW EDITION IN BRAIIL. 


Lars Enockl raced Erzberg and 
Romaniacs on a KTM two-stroke that 
looks like a 2017 enduro prototype. 

Iconic Italian brand SWM is back in the game 
with seven different models promised for 0016. 


Euro 0 regulations are pushing bike companies 
to seriously consider fuel injection for their 
0017 two strokes. 


IVE MAINSTREAM NEWS... 


With previous overall winners Aubert, 
Nambotin, Meo and Renet, missing from 
the Slovakian ISDE, the fight for the top 
will be an interesting one. 


Coma’s absence from Dakar 2016 leaves the 
door open for someone to win for the first 
time in his/her career. 


BETA’S OIL INJECTION FOR THE 2016 TWO- 
STROKE RRS GIVES A REDUCTION IN OIL 
CONSUMPTION OF ALMOST 50%. 


Sweden’s Mikael Persson hit round three of 
the French Fnduro Championship by storm. 
He topped FI and finished second overall on 
day two on a borrowed Yamaha MF50F. 


FOODS DRINK 

NUTRITION 5 HYDRATION THE MATH SEISTOLA WAY 

“My eating habits are similar throughout the year. The idea is to have more carbs like bread 
and pasta during lunch. Then in the evening I prefer having more protein foods, like chicken.” 
“I eat any kind of food. I wouldn’t say I have any special preferences, but there are a few 
rules I follow. One of them is not to eat red meat before the race. I usually prefer chicken. 

I do eat red meat like any other food during the year. I generally try to avoid eating high in 
fat or salt food. Like fast-food, I’m trying to completely remove that from my eating habits.” 
“During hotter races, I try drinking a lot. I have a really good sports drink from Finland called 
Kunto24. It’s got a little bit of everything inside. Carbs for energy, some protein, electrolytes and 
L-glutamine to speed up recovery. It’s made by a Finnish doctor and it’s good stuff. I drink that 
during the race weekend all the time. It comes as powder and is dissolved into water.” 

“In the mornings before the races it’s important to have a good breakfast. 

I normally start with an omelette, which is a good base. Then I’ll have some cereals or 
peanuts and some fruits, like bananas. 

I have breakfast at 07.30am because I need to give my body enough time to digest before 
the start of the race.” 

“During the race I only eat bananas and peanuts, nothing more. I’ve tried all kinds of 
stuff but they don’t actually work with me. Then I also drink a lot of my Kunto24 liquid. 
These are the only things I’ll need during a race day.” 

“Right after the race I’ll drink a litre or a litre and a half of that same drink, because it’s a 
great recovery drink. Then I’ll try to eat some carbs too. Later in the evening I’ll eat some 
protein rich foods.” 



The Last Word 

MARC 
TEISSIER 

As Sherco’s founder and owner Marc Teissier has seen 
the company he started back in 1998 follow ‘a path 
of steady progress in the enduro market'. With 8016 
just around the corner the French manufacturer is 
planning on an even brighter future... 


Words: Future7 Media/ Photos: Future7Media andSherco 



“Sherco’s philosophy is based on the idea of high performance 
and speed of execution. Racing for us is a force that stimulates 
change or progress. Well keep on investing in all possible forms 
of racing from trials to the Dakar and the EWC. We get lots of 
useful information about our bikes’ development from racing. 

If there’s a bike that didn’t perform well during a race, well try 
to find out why this happened and improve its performance for 
the next race.” 

“I’m really satisfied with Sherco’s current situation. We enjoy a 
great position in the trials market and we’re following a path of 
steady progress in the enduro market. Our distribution network 
has been expanding as well. Focusing on some markets like the 
US, we’re now present in 60 countries around the world with 70 
importers for trials and enduro bikes. We have over 850 dealers 
worldwide and we’re in discussions with another 13 countries. 

“The single most important thing is to have a good end product. 

Our goal is clear - we invest in our products and we think that’s 
what makes us unique. You won’t see us having huge trucks and 
fancy umbrella girls. Personally, I’m totally against that stuff. 

All of us at Sherco will work hard to have a full range of bikes - 
good bikes - with good engines to satisfy our customers. Then 
the market is open to everyone. We now have a particular piece 
of the enduro and trials markets but there’s nothing preventing 
us from increasing this. 

“Racing for us is a force that stimulates change or progress. We’ll keep c 
investing in all possible forms of racing from trials to the Dakar and the i 

“Right now we have no plans for changes, but in the following 
one or two years well be forced to make big ones. Well have to 
move our factory as we’ve already reached our limits regarding 
production. Our production line normally works for eight hours 
per day, but quiet often this might increase to 10 or 13 hours. 

At the same time, our engineering department with all the 
machining tools works non-stop. We have the right number of 
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Matti Seistola’s Sherco 300 SE-R 
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employees but our people move around too much. Ideally, 
we’d like the objects to move instead of our employees. 
It’s been calculated that this’ll give us an extra 30%-TO 
of productivity. 

“It’s too early to be talking about changes in the market 
after Gas Gas have ceased production. Nothing has 
changed so far regarding our enduro sales, they’re 
progressing steadily. However, things are not so clear in the 
trials market. The situation has caused the market to stall 
a little. Trials dealers are having a hard time setting a price 
for a second hand bike as they don’t know if Gas Gas will 
open again or not. I think the situation will become clearer 
after October. But we have to wait and see what happens. 

If Gas Gas is finally gone, this won’t necessarily mean 
Sherco will start selling lots more bikes. 

“I’m not considering options to invest in Gas 
Gas right now. It’s a complicated administrative 
situation, which isn’t clear. From the information 
I have the company is looking for an investor that 
could possibly renegotiate the debt - someone that’ll 
pay around 10 of the 40 million Euro of the total debt 
to take over. I’m not interested in paying a debt to 
acquire Gas Gas. When Gas Gas reaches the point 
they’re ready to sell bikes, then I’ll look into it. But 
for the moment I’m not interested. 

“It’s such a pity that Matti Seistola picked up an injury 
this year as I clearly believe he could have been a serious 
contender for the E3 world championship. He started 
the season really strongly. Every time I talked to him he 
sounded really happy with how his 300 SE-R was working. 
He’s been telling his team not to make any changes at 
all to the bike. He even said it’s the best bike he’s ever 
ridden. Unfortunately racing can be a cruel game at 
times, but Matti’s results have been very important for 


Sherco. Also Lorenzo Santolino, in El, has been producing some 
great results this year as well. His victory during the EWC GP of 
Italy was fantastic. 

“We have a great collaboration with Indian motorcycle company 
TVS but for the moment it’s restricted to our sports activities in 
the Dakar, by means of sponsorship. They produce a huge volume 
of machines each year but there’s no interest in them making 
parts for Sherco. Their activities are pretty much centered on 
the Indian and global market, with products that don’t offer 
high levels of performance. I’ve visited India myself and I also 
had the chance to welcome three executives from TVS to the 
2015 Dakar. Apart from partners we’re also friends. 

“We’ve reached a really good level with our 450cc four-stroke 
enduro bike now. It’s been four years we’ve been testing it and 
using this engine now. It was too much for us to introduce two 
different engines at once for 2015. So last year I decided to 
temporarily stop the 450 project and focus on our two-strokes. 
Once we managed to get some steady market figures from our 
two strokes, we then returned to the production of our 450. 

This engine has already competed in three Dakars. 

“We presented the first prototype two-stroke with fuel injection 
last year at EICMA in Milan. Well soon be focusing all our 
energies on this again. Well have to see if we’re able to fulfil 
Euro 4 homologation rules with carburettors and then decide if 
we should prioritise fuel injection or not. Don’t forget we already 
have ten years of experience from EFI on our four strokes...” e 



SOLE UK IMPORTERS FOI 

Malcolm Rathxnell Sport 2015 Enduro Range 
www.mrsltd.co.uk 
Tel: 01423 772885 Fax: 01423 772205 


E-mail: info@mrsltd.co.uk 
Twitter: @MRS LTD 




Facebook www.facebook.com/MalcolmRathmelli 
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to beat during the 2015 Dakar rally, Marc Coma earned a fifth career 
established himself as one of the event’s all-time greats. \ 
the view from the top, as everyone else is trying to learn ' 
of his success, he decided to retire. Marc is now Dakar’s Sporting 
next January’s race will have a new motorcycle winner... 
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